Chemical sensitivity and the immune system: a paradigm to approach potential immune involvement.
This paper approaches the issue of chemical sensitivity and the immune system though a consideration of established environmentally-induced immune alterations which have particular relevance to the broader topic of chemical sensitivity. Additionally, the report discusses the potential problems associated with prior narrow evaluation strategies for the assessment of environmentally-induced inflammation. A combined approach to assessment drawing upon biomarkers of both the immune and neurological systems is suggested. Such an approach recognizes the key roles which mediators of these two systems play in facilitating host inflammatory responses. The paper concludes with a discussion of the types of specific immune alterations which, from a mechanistic perspective, are likely to be involved with any linkage of chemical sensitivity to the immune system.